THE LYRIC AGE

FROM the fascinating visions of the heroic past as they
are presented in the Homeric poems, we must now prepare
to descend to the actualities of life as they disclose them-
selves at the dawn of Greek history. Hesiod, the epic
poet of Boeotia, constitutes the bridge, as regards social con-
ditions, between the Heroic Age and the early historical
periods of the various peoples and cities of Greece. He
describes the actual conditions about him, and gives us
glimpses of the life of the Greek people which prepare
us for the great changes that have taken place through
the overturning of monarchies, the spread of commerce
and colonization, and the awakening of the common people
to a sense of their rights and their power. Hence we may
expect to find in his poetry much light on the status of
woman in remote times.

Hesiod is usually ascribed to the second half of the
ninth century before the Christian Era. He lived at
Ascra, near Mount Helicon, in Boeotia, the original home
of the >Eolians. Amid agricultural surroundings the poet
grew up. Defrauded by his brother Perses of part of his in-
heritance, he experienced hardships that quickened his
sympathy for the plain people and led him to reflection
on life and its problems* He was commissioned by the
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